


Millions of people around the world consume sugar everyday. How many of us realise the
bupact sugarcane has on our environment?

n South Africa the tndustry generates a direct tncome of Re billion with approximately 1
million people depending on the industry for a living

Approximately 420 000 hectaves of Land Ls used to grow
sugarcane n South Africa. As with any crop, sugarcane has an

bmpact ow soils, catchment hydrology, and tervestrial and
agquatic habitats,




The pictures on this page illustrate some of the common environmental impacts associated
with sugarcane agriculture

tmproper brrigation practices

Sraini Hland Sugarcane growiing tn an
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¥ The Sustainable sugarcane initiative has partnered with
Noodsberg Canegrowers to develop, bmplement and audit
better practices on their member farms.

Noodsberg has committed to bmplement and audit their
adoption of better practices amongst thelr 10 growers Malelane |
covering 30 000 ha.

Experiences are belng fed back tnto the sugar industry

and into related WWF programmes around the world.
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working with interested and committed stakeholers is eritical in
achieving meaningful action
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To counter impacts, there are a range of better practices that can
be usen. A selection are llustrated here. The trick Ls to manage,
monitor and report on such activities..,
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Alternate panel harvesting  wetland § riparian delineation

Cownktours

Sharing knowledge § experiences




...S0 the Sustatnable sSugarcane nitiative together with

Noodsberg Canegrowers has developed a manual of better

- practice, together with a farm awdit. This has beew called

Practices Sustainable Sugarcane Farm Management System, or
ASMSF&WMS. The nitiative Ls providing support and training for

Better

Management

farmers to use SUSFArMS.
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The Sustainable Sugarcane nitiative is also working to develop
linkages along the value chain from farmer to miller to vetailer
to consumer so sustatnable practice benefits and responsibilities

cawn be realised ano supported,

Retatler ano manufacturer Commercial Farmer



For further information contact:

Extension Resource Manager
South African Sugarcane
Research Institute

Tel: 031 508 7492

ematl:  sasri@sugar.org.za
or

Mowndi wetlands Programime

Tel: 012 667 6597
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