WENLANDS 8.  UR SURVIN AL

A at current supply and dveamaasalirces willlie fully Atfized ¢ a by
2030

A wetlands manage water
onerSO%of of South Africabds wetdesroyeds have been
A continued wetland destruction means:

increased flooding
less reliable water supplies
less pure water

This will result in:
agricultural productivity
industry
tourism
mining
higher death rate of humans

WHICH EQUALS A DEAD ECONOMY!



WHAT IS A WETLAND?

To be a wetland, a piece of land must have:

A waterlogged  soils
A waterloving plants
A high water table

Awetl ando 1is a family name given to many

Aseeps & springs  (top of catchment)
Amarshes
Afloodplains

Lakes & pans

swamps
Aestuaries
Acoral reefs (Bottom of catchment)
Ariver banks (Linking all together



WETLANDS CAN BE WET AT DIFFERENT
TIMES OF THE YEAR

A wet (1 -4 months)

To

wet (5 - 11 months)

A wet (12 months)
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A seep, found on hill slopes and mountains. Most rivers have their beginnings in seeps. A seep is
formed where groundwater is forced to the surface by an impermeable layer of rock. Very sensitive

wetlands, as they often have shallow soils and are prone to damage from overgrazing and incorrect
burning. Found all over South Africa.
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Atypcal Phrgmites arsh_clearly showing the temporary (grasses), seasonal (sedges) and

permanent (Phragmites) waterlogged zones. Found all over South Africa.
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8 A typical marsh  with open water, bulrushes and water IiIies found in the flat areas in the middle of
il the catchment, all over South Africa.
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A papyrus marsh found up in Zululand, KwaZulu-Natal. These wetland types are mainly found along the
coastal areas of South Africa.
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A floodplain _ with a meandering river, which in times of high rainfall flows over the entire floodplain. The
floodplain area (red line) is often far larger than most people think, as the very outer areas are only
flooded on a temporary basis. As a result many farmers cultivate these areas. This wetland type is found all
over South Africa.



